
Zeal last week:

Return to zeal

Zealous faith - Buy gold

Zealous deeds - Buy garments

Zealous for walking with the Holy Spirit - Buy ointment 

Open the door and share a meal with him until your heart burns 

This week I want to talk about one of my favorite Bible characters - Phinehas

We had a mascot - Phinehas

I wrote a song about him - Phinehas-has-has

I have a gamer-tag called Phinehas! 

I LIKE THIS GUY!! 

He’s young, he’s radical, he’s a man of action

The story:

Tell the story starting with all that God had done

Start with Egypt and 40 years

Include Lot’s descendants

Include Balaams curse

Include Baal and God’s battle

Tell the story of the event

Psalm 106:28–31 (ESV) — 28 Then they yoked themselves to the Baal of Peor, and ate sacrifices

offered to the dead; 29 they provoked the LORD to anger with their deeds, and a plague broke out

among them. 30 Then Phinehas stood up and intervened, and the plague was stayed. 31 And that

was counted to him as righteousness from generation to generation forever.

From Phinehas’ perspective

God has been way to good

God has canceled the shame

God has canceled the curse

We are on the cusp of entering! 

These foolish men are falling for it.
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I think Phinehas would tell us 5 things

1. Phinehas says MIXTURE IS A TEST! 

1. God trained Israel for 40 years to be completely EXCLUSIVE. 

1. They didn’t hang out with anybody! 

2. Now they are around other people with other customs

2. They were his HOLY PEOPLE

1. Separate, different, unique

3. Like a sheltered young person

4. Mixture is always a test of what’s in your heart! 

1. Boys in babylon

5. Mixture is a test of your maturity

6. Mixture can defile

1. Dog food with mold in it! 

2. Some people have a church life, read the word, and indulge their flesh.

3. Mixture can jack you up! 

4. A messed up worldview if you start tainting pure belief with unholy belief

7. Romans 12:2 (NLT) — 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform

you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for

you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.

2. Phinehas says IMMORALITY IS A GATEWAY

1. The Israelites had morals... Standards of living. 

1. Im-moral just means something without a standard, without moral

2. This incident was no-rules 

1. Pagan festivals were wicked parties

2. These sacrifices were like huge parties - they were enticed

3. God’s way is HIGHER and BETTER

1. His way is not animalistic, driven by instincts, without control

2. We are not animals that are driven by instincts, we have power to decide. 

4. So... what’s so bad about immorality?

1. 1 Corinthians 6:18–20 (NLT) — 18 Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the

body as this one does. For sexual immorality is a sin against your own body. 19 Don’t you

realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you

by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So you

must honor God with your body.

2. We see that there is a spiritual component to immorality 

3. Phinehas says IDOLATRY IS BETRAYAL 

1. What seems like a carnal engagement is actually a spiritual entanglement. 

1. They were “yoked”

2. Psalm 106:28–31 (ESV) — 28 Then they yoked themselves to the Baal of Peor, and ate

sacrifices offered to the dead; 
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3. To every sinful act, there is a spiritual component. It may seem like you are only

engaging your flesh, but you are actually entangling spiritually.

2. Perspective - God sees Himself as married to us, in covenant with us

1. It’s like a woman that cheats on her husband.

3. God is jealous and will not share us

1. He will not share his glory - He will get it all

2. He will not share his people - He will have them all

3. He will not share his standards - He will set them all

4. Make a decision to have nothing to do with gods of this world

1. No other spiritual things - trinkets, magic, horoscopes, palm reading, astrology

2. Idolatry is who you are trying to please for favor! 

4. Phinehas says PRIDE IS THE ROOT

1. Part of the biggest grievance of this whole story is the way the man was so flagrant in his sin. 

2. “Oh no you didn’t just walk through here, in front of Moses and the elders”

3. We need to not be ok with flagrant and unrepentent sin in the church

4. 1 Corinthians 5:1–2 (NLT) — 1 I can hardly believe the report about the sexual immorality going

on among you—something that even pagans don’t do. I am told that a man in your church is

living in sin with his stepmother. 2 You are so proud of yourselves, but you should be mourning in

sorrow and shame. And you should remove this man from your fellowship.

5. Really, what is missing is the fear of the Lord.

5. Phinehas says ACTION IS NEEDED! 

1. The final thing that grips me with this story is that the elders were sitting around talking, and

Phinehas acted. 

1. Many talk, few act.

2. It’s time to act in your life.

2. Let’s bring this down to practicality, I am not saying grab a spear and kill somebody. 

3. You are Israel

1. There is parts of your life that you’ve allowed to have mixture, immorality, idolatry

2. We need to put those things to death today! 

4. Romans 8:13 (NLT) — 13 For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the power of

the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will live.

5. Galatians 5:24 (NLT) — 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and

desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there.

The promise to Phinehas is what is so rewarding

1. Then the LORD said to Moses, 11 “Phinehas son of Eleazar and grandson of Aaron the priest has

turned my anger away from the Israelites by being as zealous among them as I was. So I stopped

destroying all Israel as I had intended to do in my zealous anger. 12 Now tell him that I am making my

special covenant of peace with him. 13 In this covenant, I give him and his descendants a permanent

right to the priesthood, for in his zeal for me, his God, he purified the people of Israel, making them

right with me.”

1. If we act - We will save the land
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2. If we act - We will be friends of God

3. If we act - We will start a legacy in our family

4. If we act - We will have a relationship with God
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