
INTRO PASSAGE

Meanwhile, Elisha the prophet had summoned a member of the group of prophets. “Get ready to travel,”[a]

he told him, “and take this flask of olive oil with you. Go to Ramoth-gilead, 2 and find Jehu son of

Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi. Call him into a private room away from his friends, 3 and pour the oil over his

head. Say to him, ‘This is what the Lord says: I anoint you to be the king over Israel.’ Then open the door

and run for your life!”4 So the young prophet did as he was told and went to Ramoth-gilead. 5 When he

arrived there, he found Jehu sitting around with the other army officers. “I have a message for you,

Commander,” he said. “For which one of us?” Jehu asked. “For you, Commander,” he replied. 6 So Jehu

left the others and went into the house. Then the young prophet poured the oil over Jehu’s head and said,

“This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I anoint you king over the Lord’s people, Israel. 7 You are to

destroy the family of Ahab, your master. In this way, I will avenge the murder of my prophets and all the

Lord’s servants who were killed by Jezebel.
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4 PRINCIPLES OF ZEAL

1. Zeal is FOSTERED in private

1. V2 Call him into a private room away from his friends, 3 and pour the oil over his head.

2. Zeal enables you to be FAITHFUL in the middle

1. V 6-7 “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I anoint you king over the Lord’s people,

Israel. 7 You are to destroy the family of Ahab, your master. In this way, I will avenge the murder

of my prophets and all the Lord’s servants who were killed by Jezebel.

2. At the end of the point this verse

1. V16 Then Jehu got into a chariot and rode to Jezreel to find King Joram,

3. Zeal moves you FORWARD from the past

1. 17 Send out a rider to ask if they are coming in peace,” King Joram ordered. 18 So a horseman

went out to meet Jehu and said, “The king wants to know if you are coming in peace.” Jehu

replied, “What do you know about peace? Fall in behind me!”... 20 The watchman exclaimed,

“The messenger has met them, but he isn’t returning either! It must be Jehu son of Nimshi, for

he’s driving like a madman.” 22 Jehu replied, “How can there be peace as long as the idolatry

and witchcraft of your mother, Jezebel, are all around us?”

4. Zeal empowers you to FACE hard decisions
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1. 30 When Jezebel, the queen mother, heard that Jehu had come to Jezreel, she painted her

eyelids and fixed her hair and sat at a window. 31 When Jehu entered the gate of the palace, she

shouted at him, “Have you come in peace, you murderer? You’re just like Zimri, who murdered

his master!”[e] 32 Jehu looked up and saw her at the window and shouted, “Who is on my side?”

And two or three eunuchs looked out at him. 33 “Throw her down!” Jehu yelled. So they threw her

out the window, and her blood spattered against the wall and on the horses. And Jehu trampled

her body under his horses’ hooves.
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