
Intro

Amazing weekend of healing last weekend

BoldX and All Access coming up

Week 5 King Sized lessons

Message intro:

We all know the POWER of unity - what can be accomplished

We all know Jesus DESIRES unity - it was His prayer

We all WANT unity - at least if we’re asked.

But we must BEWARE of Division. 

Reference 

1 Kings 12:13–17 (NLT) — 13 But Rehoboam spoke harshly to the people, for he rejected the advice of the

older counselors 14 and followed the counsel of his younger advisers. He told the people, “My father laid

heavy burdens on you, but I’m going to make them even heavier! My father beat you with whips, but I will

beat you with scorpions!” 15 So the king paid no attention to the people. This turn of events was the will of

the LORD, for it fulfilled the LORD’s message to Jeroboam son of Nebat through the prophet Ahijah from

Shiloh. 16 When all Israel realized that the king had refused to listen to them, they responded, “Down with

the dynasty of David! We have no interest in the son of Jesse. Back to your homes, O Israel! Look out for

your own house, O David!” So the people of Israel returned home. 17 But Rehoboam continued to rule over

the Israelites who lived in the towns of Judah.

Body

1. Jeroboam - The Perpetrator of Division 

1. Story

2. How much God hates a person that sows discord

1. Proverbs 6:16–19 (NLT) — 16 There are six things the LORD hates— no, seven things he

detests: 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that kill the innocent, 18 a heart that plots

evil, feet that race to do wrong, 19 a false witness who pours out lies, a person who sows

discord in a family.

3. Satan is an agent of division. 

4. What makes a Jeroboam
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1. Offense

1. From the greek word (scandalon)

2. You must know that offenses must be released, or they will turn into the spring of

division. 

3. Forgive - Ephesians 4:32 (NLT) — 32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted,

forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.

2. Selfish Ambition

1. Selfish ambition is something mentioned frequently in scripture as being something to

be avoided. What is selfish ambition? It is an agenda that elevates self, that does

something with the desire to ascend and become something. 

2. We must watch selfish ambition in our midst. 

1. I must be seen 

2. I must lead

3. I must make my mark

3. I must have control 

4. Promote others - Philippians 2:3–4 (ESV) — 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or

conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you

look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.

3. Fault Lines

1. David was the king of Judah first, and only ruled Judah for 7.5 years. There was already

a crack in the foundation. 

2. When David returned after a rebellion, Israel got mad and said go back to your tents

Israel. 

3. The enemy will exploit where you are tender

4. Deal with the fault lines long before you have a crisis

5. Build Bridges - Ephesians 4:2–3 (NLT) — 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be patient

with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make

every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with

peace.

4. Sensitive Timing

1. Jeroboam chose a moment of weakness. He had run to Egypt while Solomon was alive,

but waited until the moment of weakness to bring his attack. 

2. Avoid conflict in sensitive times. While the boat is rocking, we don’t need someone to

start a fight. 

3. Know your adversary is waiting for moments of weakness. 

4. Serve Opportunistically - Galatians 6:10 (ESV) — 10 So then, as we have opportunity,

let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.

2. Rehoboam - The Pawn of Division

1. You may not be the cause of division, but you may be the pawn of division. 

2. What makes a Rehoboam

1. Big Ego
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1. Rehoboam’s ego was put to the test. If he agreed to their demands, he could be seen

as weak. His older advisors told him to do one thing, but his ego made him go with the

advice of his friends. 

2. Ego is a huge problem with unity. 

3. Big egos squeeze everyone else out of the room. 

4. Honest assessment - Romans 12:3 (NLT) — 3 Because of the privilege and authority

God has given me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t think you are better than you

really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, measuring yourselves by the faith

God has given us..

2. Hard Head

1. Rehoboam had the opportunity to listen to wise counsel, instead, he listened to his

buddies. 

2. A hard head usually just means blocked ears! 

3. Listen intently - James 1:19 (NLT) — 19 Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters:

You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry.

3. Sharp Tongue

1. He made a hasty decision, his ego was involved, and he used words that were harsh

and not healing. 

2. “My father laid heavy burdens on you, but I’m going to make them even heavier! My

father beat you with whips, but I will beat you with scorpions!” 

3. In moments of high stress, a calm answer can turn away wrath. 

4. Bridle your tongue  - Ephesians 4:29 (NLT) — 29 Don’t use foul or abusive language.

Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an

encouragement to those who hear them.

Closing 

Our world is burning with division and strife. Our God is a God of unity

Ministry

Offense and forgiveness

Selfish ambition and desire to rise

Ego

Angry Words

Put on Christ
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